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The world spiraling
Into crisis
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�Source: www.worldmapper.org
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Bangalore 
2001/2007

Changzhou
1994/2001

Dhaka
1996/2001

Shanghai
1986/2004

Pune
2002/2007

Bangkok
1984/2001

Tokyo
1999/2001

Kuala Lumpur
1984/1999
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Source: www.nationalgeographic.com
www.newsociety.com, www.oilcrisis.com
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Source: www.planetark.org
www.bbc.co.uk
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Diesel/Gasoline Price

2004 2006 2007 2008 ( Start of Year) July/August  08 200 8-November

Bangladesh 0.58 0.57 0.59 0.60 0.62 0.60

China 0.90 0.88 1.04 0.89 1.02

India 0.71 0.74 0.71 0.70 0.69 0.64

Indonesia 0.67 0.77 0.96 0.92 0.84

Malaysia 0.59 0.75 0.00 0.83 1.30 1.00

Nepal 0.68 0.78 0.75 0.70 0.73

��

Pakistan 0.66 0.63 0.70 0.70 0.65 0.92

Philippines 0.65 0.88 0.87 0.94 0.97 0.89

Singapore 0.62 0.68 0.90 0.84

Srilanka 0.57 0.63 0.63 0.70 0.52

Thailand 0.69 0.93 1.03 1.05 0.74

Vietnam 0.67 0.79 0.78 0.83 0.96

• Take advantage of price/ tax differentiation schemes to finance fuel quality 
improvement and other energy conservation schemes

• Move from ad-hoc pricing to formula-based automatic price adjustment to
liberalized pricing systems – “ decouple fuel prices with politics”
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Removing world energy subsidies - estimated at 
US$230 billion - could reduce global carbon 
emissions by 9 percent- World Bank - 1992

Government Subsidy  ( in BILLION USD)
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“If you subsidize the price of something then anybody who buys it can benefit from it. And since 
the rich buy more of these goods, they benefit more than the poor” - Mel Gunasekera (WB)

Figure 1   The Fuel Subsidies were Regressive in Targeting
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Figure 2:   The fuel subsidy accruing to richer deciles  larger 
than Indonesia's Total Public Health Spending 
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Note: 2004 Health spending in inflated to 2005 prices using  mid-year CPI index in 
June 2004 and 2005.  Source: MOF, APBN and APBD I+II  health spending in 
2004, SUSENAS 2004 for incidence of fuel subsidy assuming no price hike in 2005.

Source :- In the Study - Fiscal Leakages & Poverty Im pacts - The Case of Indonesia’s Fuel Subsidy and 
http://www.lankabusinessonline.com/fullstory.php?ni d=653536714
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Aggregated Annual Ambient AQ Trends, mg/m3 (1993 to 2007)Source: CAI-Asia, 2008
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ST – Short-term (i.e., 24-hr,8-hr)
LT – Long-term (Annual) 
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• Scaling out within
cities
– On the ground 

actions
– Integrating 

activities in wider activities in wider 
urban planning

– Looking beyond 
single issues and 
aiming for 
sustainability

• Scaling up to 
thousands of Asian 
cities
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Assess current air quality and GHG management and develop plan to 
improve

• Air Pollution and Health Index  – rating air pollution levels of cities 
against WHO guideline values and interim targets

• Capacity Index – rating a city’s capacity to determine sources, levels 
and impacts and capacity to address air pollution and GHG emissions

• Policies and Actions Index – rating the presence and enforcement of 
policies and actions to address emissions from relevant sources 
(mobile, stationary, area and trans-boundary)
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